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ions in northern Italy; a second army, assisted by the
Genoese fleet, attacked his kingdom of Naples, and for the
next year and a half war raged throughout Italy. In October
1528 Clement, who had moved m June from Orvieto 10
Viterbo, was at last able to return to Rome He was horror-
stricken on seeing its condition, finding it ruined, half burnt,
and the population diminished by one-half. Meanwhile, mat-
ters wore going against the French. They lost the valuable
alliance of Gsnoa, a few months afterwards the whole French
army in southern Italy had to capitulate, and lastly, their
army in northern Italy suffered a severe defeat from Antonio
de Leyva.2 Exhausted by so many reverses, Francis w?s in-
clined to make peace; and to this end discussions regarding a
treaty between the two antagonists went on for months at
Cambrel, between Louise of Savoy on the part of Francis,
and Margaret of Austria on the part cf Charles.

The above position of affairs caused Clement to consider
that the time was ripe for carrying out a great scheme, the
details of which he had been elaborating for ninny months.
Seldom, surely, has such vast machinery been set Li motion
to attain such a petty object. Europe v/as now to sec the poli-
tics of France, England, Spain, Germany, and Italy all
manipulated in order th"t Clement might compass his aim of
regaining power over Florence and exalting a scion of hfo
family to be despot over it. Accordingly, in June 1529, while
the endless diceussions between Louise and Margaret were
still continuing at Cambrai, Clement proceeded to Spain,
where Charles then was, and laid before him certain pro*
posals for their combined action. The result of this was a
secret compact concluded between Charles and himself at
Barcelona towards the end of June, which soon had important
results to all the countries then at war; though the arrange-
ments made between Charles and Clement in this dubious
plot were not allowed to transpire for some little time, but
became apparent by degrees in the terms of the treaty of